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Reference: Your letter of 14 April 2008

Dear Mr Oomen,

Thank you for your letter on the Drug Prevention and Information Programme 2007-

2013.

As you may know, this Programme was adopted on 25 September 2007 by the Buronean Parliament and the Council as part of the General Programme ‘Fundamental Rights and Justice‘. Unfortunately, there were some considerable differences of view between the Institutions, which delayed the adoption process. The Programme‘s late adoption in 2007 meant it was too late for the Commission to fully implement the programme before the end ofthe year.

Nonetheless, the Commission took rapid action to ensure that the Programme Committee adopted the 2007 and 2008 work programmes before the end of 2007, thereby making sure that the budget would aetually be available for beneficiaries for these two years. The Commission is now working on to a very tight timetable in 2008 to implement two work programmes in year. Unfortunately, this has meant very short deadlines also for the applicants.

The application formalities of the Programme are similar to those of the other programmes on ‘Fundamental Rights and Justice‘, they were not defined specifically for the Drug Prevention and Information Programme. We regret, if you feel that this undermines the participation of some organisations and certainly look forward to these organisations applying for Action Grants in the framework of 2008 Work Programme later this year.

As far as your comments on the Civil Society Forum are concerned, these issues have

already been discussed — at very considerable length in faet - both in the first meeting in

December 2007 and bilateraily with interested organisations. Bach applicant for the

Forum has been given an expianation of the reasons for heir exclusionlinclusion on
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request. In cases, where the applicant has felt that they have been unfairly treated, information on how to proceed with making a petition has been provided.

The seleetion criteria applied have been clearly and publically explained in the Green Paper on the role of Civil Society on Drugs Policy in the EU, and again in the report on the open consultation.

The next meeting of the Civil Society Forum will take place in May 2008. We are looking forward to a constructive debate on the lessons that can be drawn from the EU Action Plan on Drugs 2005-2008, and to receiving input on how the experience of civil society might enrichlimprove the next Action Plan (2009-2013). 1 sincerely hope that all participants of the Forum are taking the trouble to prepare for this while bearing in mmd that the Commission‘s room for manoeuvre is limited by the fact that the Member States hold most of the cards when it comes to drug policy. 1 know that you, as an experienced representative of your organisation at European level will understand this.
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